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research to unravel all the twists and tams. It must have been extremely siressful for the two
tenants who were quite unfitted to undergo such an ordeal. The case dragged on through
various courts until 1594 when it was finally settled in favour of the Church Estate. The
verdict proving the legal right of the Church Estate to hold the land and finally releasing John
Hersington and John Browne from the clutches of the Elizabethan legal system was recorded
in the Royal Letters Patent on 30 June 1594 * The episode shows how much the parishioners
of Compton Dando appreciated and were prepared to fight for the charity which had been
created to help maintain their parish church.

Joseph Bettey
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